COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

01/05 (Solemnity of the Holy Family) Solemn Holy Mass at 10am.
Catechism class for children. Coffee hour (fellowship hour) follows the
Mass.

01/12 (Sunday) Holy Mass at 10am. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING will be held

after the Mass in the Church Hall along with the Polish Breakfast.
No Catechism class. At the meeting: Pastoral report of Fr. Adam, Report
of the Parish Committee & election of the Parish Committee for 2025.
All Parishioners are strongly encouraged to participate in this very
important meeting. In case of bad weather, the meeting will be
postponed to the following Sunday, Jan 19. Mass Intention: For ++ JANE
and BRONAC KONOPACKI.

e BIG THANK YOU to all Parishioners and Friends of St. John’s for supporting the
Church in 2024! Please, continue supporting our community, our mission and initia-
tives in the new year!

o FREE FOOD PANTRY in the Church Hall.

. HAPPY NEW YEAR
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e Recent project: renovation of the choir space (catechism classroom): additional heating and [
security camera, windows’ sealing and painting, wall painting, monitor for catechism classes...
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e Upcoming birthdays & anniversaries: MITCHELL A. BIELENDA (01/08), PHYLLIS GASIOR (01/10). 1
Happy birthday! 5
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH

23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.org
Facebook: John the Baptist, Manchester CT
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906

PASTOR - Rev. Dr. Adam Piekarzewski

January 5, 2025
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SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY FAMILY

MASS INTENTION - 10am
For + KATIE MUSTAFAJ (req. by Timothy)

INTROIT

C: The shepherds said to one another, ,Let us go, then, to
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.”

R: So they went in haste and found Mary and joseph,
and the Infant lying in the manger.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit.

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

MASS
INTENTIONS

If you would like to have
a Mass said for a particular
intention, you must stop by
the Parish Office or the
sacristy in the Church before/
after Sunday mass. Masses
can be said for a deceased
person or as a special
intention for the living. You
may reserve a Sunday of your
choice, and your intention will
be published in the parish
bulletin.

We encourage you to offer
a Mass on the occasion of
a birthday, anniversary or
special personal (family) need.



READING 1
A reading from the Book of Sirach.

SIR 3:2-6, 12-14

God sets a father in honor over his chil- your father when he is old;

dren; a mother’s authority he confirms grieve him not as long as he lives.

over her sons. Whoever honors his father  Even if his mind fail, be considerate of
atones for sins, and preserves himself him; revile him not all the days of his life;
from them. When he prays, he is heard; kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
he stores up riches who reveres his moth-  firmly planted against the debt of your
er. Whoever honors his father is glad- sins —a house raised in justice to you.
dened by children, and, when he prays, is

heard. This is the Word of the Lord.

Whoever reveres his father will live a long Thanks be to God.

life; he who obeys his father brings com-

fort to his mother. My son, take care of

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 128

A light will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us.”

READING 2 COL 3:12-21

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom
to the Colossians you teach and admonish one anoth-

er, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual

GOSPEL LK 2:41-52
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory be to You, Lord.

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he
was twelve years old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had
completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan,
they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and
acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him.
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him were astounded
at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were
astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us?
Your father and | have been looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them,
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s
house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. He went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and
man.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

Brothers and sisters:

Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and be-
loved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, hu-
mility, gentleness, and patience, bearing
with one another and forgiving one anoth-
er, if one has a grievance against another;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you
also do. And over all these put on love,
that is, the bond of perfection. And let the
peace of Christ control your hearts, the
peace into which you were also called in
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of

songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or in

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him. Wives, be subordinate to your
husbands, as is proper in the Lord. Hus-
bands, love your wives, and avoid any

bitterness toward them. Children, obey your

parents in everything, for this is pleasing to
the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your chil-
dren, so they may not become discouraged.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Today’s focus is on family life, with the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph taking the
center role as can be seen in the Gospel. The Gospel relates the events when Jesus was
about twelve years old and stayed in the Temple while Mary and Joseph journeyed home.

The theme of family relationships is seen in one of the Hebrew Scripture (First Reading)
from the Book of Sirach. In this book we hear how parents have received a special position
from GOD in relationship to their children. The role of parents comes from GOD. As |
reflect on this, | realized that parents have an obligation to reflect the love of GOD
the Abba-Father. They receive their example of how to love and care from the way the
First Person of the Blessed Trinity loves and cares.



