COMMUNITY COMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

03/15 (IV Sunday of Lent) Holy Mass at 10am. Catechism Class for kids.
Coffee hour (fellowship hour) in the hall. Mass Intention: For + ROBERT
POTVIN.

03/22 (V Sunday of Lent) Holy Mass at 10am. Catechism Class for kids.
Coffee hour (fellowship hour) in the hall. Mass Intention: For + JOZEF
PILCH.

e As we continue our Lenten journey of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, we are grate-
ful for your generous response to this year’s Lenten Tithe dedicated to our Sacristy
Renovation Project. As of today, we have collected $1,630 toward our goal of
$3,000. Thank you to everyone who has already made a Lenten sacrifice to support
this important improvement to our Church. In the vestibule, you will find a
“fundraising thermometer” showing our progress.

Mass Intentions Announcement: If you have a particular date in mind for a Mass
Intention, please be sure to book it in advance, as we are able to schedule only one
intention per Sunday. At this time, the first available Sunday with no intention is
April 5, 2026. Please contact the parish office to reserve your date.
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4 ¢ Upcoming birthdays & anniversaries: ALAINA AND ANDREW COLLINS (03/15),
AURORA ODEN (03/22). Happy anniversary! Happy birthday!

please inform Fr. Adam by email or phone no later than Friday afternoon.
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH
POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH

23 Golway Street, Manchester, CT 06042
Official website: www.saintjohnspncc.org
Facebook: John the Baptist, Manchester CT
Rectory phone: 860-643-5906

PASTOR - Rev. Dr. Adam Piekarzewski
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

MASS INTENTION
For + ROBERT POTVIN (req. by Joni LePage).

INTROIT

C: Lead out the people who are blind though they have eyes;
who are deaf though they have ears. Let all the nations gather
together, let the peoples assemble!

R: Pay attention to this, foolish and senseless people
who have eyes and see not, who have ears and hear not.
Should you not fear Me, says the Lord, should you not
tremble before Me?

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit.

R: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

HOLY MASS

10.00 am
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MASS
INTENTIONS

If you would like to have
a Mass said for a particular
intention, you must stop by
the Parish Office or the
sacristy in the Church before/
after Sunday mass. Masses
can be said for a deceased
person or as a special
intention for the living. You
may reserve a Sunday of your
choice, and your intention will
be published in the parish
bulletin.

We encourage you to offer
a Mass on the occasion of
a birthday, anniversary or
special personal (family) need.



READING 1

A reading from the First Book of Samuel.

The LORD said to Samuel:

"Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. |
am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for |
have chosen my king from among his sons."
As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice,
Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, "Surely
the LORD's anointed is here before him." But
the LORD said to Samuel: "Do not judge from
his appearance or from his lofty stature,

because | have rejected him. Not as man sees

does God see, because man sees the
appearance but the LORD looks into the
heart." In the same way Jesse presented

seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

1SM 16:1B, 6-7, 10-13A

Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any one of
these." Then Samuel asked Jesse, "Are these
all the sons you have?" Jesse replied, "There
is still the youngest, who is tending the

sheep." Samuel said to Jesse, "Send for him;
we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until
he arrives here." Jesse sent and had the

young man brought to them. He was ruddy, a

youth handsome to behold and making a
splendid appearance. The LORD said,
"There—anoint him, for this is the one!"
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand,
anointed David in the presence of his
brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of
the LORD rushed upon David.

PS 23

»The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.”

READING 2

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul
to the Ephesians.

Brothers and sisters:

You were once darkness,

but now you are light in the Lord.

Live as children of light,

for light produces every kind of
goodness and righteousness and truth.

Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

Take no part in the fruitless works of
darkness;

rather expose them, for it is shameful
even to mention

EPH 5:8-14

the things done by them in secret;
but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that
becomes visible is light.

Therefore, it says:

"Awake, O sleeper,

and arise from the dead,

and Christ will give you light."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL JN 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory be to You, Lord.

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. He spat on the ground and made
clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, "Go wash in the
Pool of Siloam" — which means Sent —. So he went and washed, and came back able
to see. His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, "Isn't this
the one who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is, " but others said, "No, he just
looks like him." He said, "l am."

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay
and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was
able to see. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and | washed, and now | can
see." So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, because he does not
keep the sabbath.” But others said, "How can a sinful man do such signs?" And there
was a division among them. So they said to the blind man again, "What do you have to
say about him, since he opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."

They answered and said to him, "You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to
teach us?" Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He answered and said,
"Who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he." He said, "l do believe, Lord," and he worshiped him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to You, Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

The healing of the man born blind reminds us that Christ does more than restore
physical sight - He opens the eyes of the heart. While the man gradually comes to recognize
who Jesus truly is, the Pharisees, who believe they already see clearly, remain spiritually
blind. This Gospel invites us to reflect on our own openness to God’s work. Sometimes
Christ heals us in unexpected ways, calling us to trust Him even when we do not fully under-
stand. Like the healed man, we are invited to grow in faith until we can say with conviction,
“I do believe, Lord,” and recognize that true sight comes from encountering Jesus.



